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Leadership Stories 
By Fritz Ritsch 

 
In this, my last article in the Sentinel, I'd like to think about some examples of amazing leadership here at St. Stephen. These 
are stories about some of the saints who have preceded us into the Kingdom. That's only because there are so many great 
leaders at St. Stephen who are still leading that I'd never be able to list them all or begin to enumerate all their gifts.  
 
Some of you will remember that we had a crisis several years ago that helped us define our stance on welcoming LGBTQ+ 
folks into St. Stephen. Two theologians, one of whom represented an open and welcoming stance and the other who was 
more traditional were invited to speak on different nights at the church so that we could address the issues directly. I led 
staff through a process I'd learned in community organizing called a power analysis to determine, among other things, who 
was the most trusted person at St. Stephen and ask if that person would serve as a mediator between the conflicting sides 
within the church. The person whose name emerged was Dick Spencer. Dick was a travel agent, a long-time member of the 
church and choir, and the convener of the old Fisher Sunday School class, as well as a gay man. He was loved and respected 
by everyone for his kindness and calm demeanor. He agreed to play this difficult mediatory role. His gifts of kindness and 
calm were essential in helping us ride out a very difficult, but also extremely critical, period in the church's history.  
 
Laverne Stanley was a great mentor to me. Laverne, a sharp, often edgy, and very successful Texas business woman, spear-
headed Budget & Finance Committee. As many of you remember, she could get straight to the point and did not suffer 
those she considered fools lightly. Laverne loved the church and saw the need for it to run as a well-oiled business. She 
knew the church's finances better than anyone, and taught me how to understand them. She also mentored a new genera-
tion of church financial leaders. Thanks to Laverne (and also the grace of God!) we now have many people who understand 
the financial workings of the church.  
 
Our buildings are a wonder and a joy, but also, well, a pain in the rear sometimes. Hence the vital need for a strong, active 
Property Committee. Much of the credit for that goes to Dick Haller, engineer, peanut farmer, and environmental activist. 
He treasured the buildings but fully grasped the ongoing maintenance challenges we faced, especially during times of less 
financial security. One freezing winter morning pipes burst under the sanctuary building. I came over to the building to find 
Dick in waders, thigh deep in water, manually operating pumps to abate the watery chaos around him. He looked both 
cheery and determined. I think there was nothing Dick would rather be doing than staving off the waters of chaos with 
practical, hands-on labor. A few years later, when the church was vandalized, Dick was laid up with the illness that would 
eventually take him. He was torn up that he couldn't do more to help. I hope it comforted him when I told him he had 
helped. a few years before, Dick had installed protective covers on the stained-glass windows on the Chapel of the Holy 
Trinity. Some people had pushed back because the covers hid the beauty of the windows from the outside, but Dick had 
persisted and won out. I could tell Dick that thanks to him, the vandal had tried with rocks and unearthed sprinkler heads to 
break the chapel's stained-glass windows, and failed--because of the covers he'd installed a few years before.  
 
Corbie and Ray Brown had been a ministry couple in their younger years, but eventually Ray left ministry and went into 
business. They had great hearts for social justice and were sometimes frustrated that St. Stephen wasn't doing more for the 
poor and needy. As chair of the Mission Committee, Corbie spearheaded the founding of Room in the Inn, not only for SSPC, 
but for the entire community--St. Stephen and Broadway Baptist were the first two churches to establish what is now a 15-
congregation ministry to dozens of homeless men. When she decided this was the way to go, nothing could stop her, and 
her dogged determination is what made RITI possible not only for us but for the whole community.   
                                            Continued on page 2 
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Preparing for Pastor Fritz’s Departure 
 
After eighteen years of service Pastor Fritz is leaving St. Stephen.  We will honor him and his family at a reception in the Parish 
Hall following the 11:00 service on May 22, 2022. Many have asked how they can participate in this event.  One, please RSVP to 
Anne Barrett so we will know how many to expect.  Two, if you wish to contribute for a gift, you may do so through the church 
website or by dropping off a check at the church office or in the communion plate, with the notation “Fritz’s farewell gift.”  Three, 
Eduardo Calderon is collecting photographs for a slide show at the reception.  Please email them to: volun-
teer@ststephenpresbyterian.com .  Four, message cards and envelopes are available in the narthex for you to write a note to 
Fritz.  They will be assembled into a message ring for him. 
 
After Fritz’s departure, the Rev. Dr. Warner Bailey will preach two Sundays each month. Additionally, the Worship Committee has 
engaged other ministers to serve the remaining Sundays each month. This will be an opportunity time to hear and be engaged by 
different voices and different perspectives.  We are excited about the lineup of familiar and new ministers leading our worship.  
Brief bios and photos of the ministers will be available soon  in the Sentinel and in the narthex. 
 
The officers of SSPC are trying to keep you informed about this transitionary period.  If you have any questions or concerns, please 
do not hesitate to ask me or another church officer.  Look for news concerning the Interim Pastor Search Committee, Mission 
Study Group, and Pastor Nominating Committee in future Sentinel articles. 
 
Grace and peace, 
Betty Arvin 

Moderator, Personnel &Interim Pastor Search Committee 

 
 

Leadership Stores -- continued 
 
At Westminster Cathedral in London, they have carved statues 

of great "saints" of history above the great West Door. They 

include Martin Luther King, Jr., Oscar Romero, and Maximilian 

Kolbe. If we were to do this for St. Stephen saints, these four 

would certainly be carved above the South doors beneath 

"Saint" Skeet LeMond's beautiful Great Mosaic that graces the 

front of the Sanctuary building. Note the similarities and differ-

ences among these saints. Some bring gifts of mediation, oth-

ers no-nonsense determination that may sometimes step on 

toes. Each has different gifts, strengths and abilities, and ap-

plies them to particular needs. Each is willing to step up when 

the situation calls for it. In some cases, they were asked to take 

on a task; in others, they identified a need and applied them-

selves to it. Most important, each was willing to put shoulder 

to the wheel. They were willing to work hard to accomplish 

what needed to be done. And look as well at their legacies. The 

Property Committee wouldn't be what it is without Dick; nei-

ther would our property be in such good shape. Our great fi-

nancial picture owes much to Laverne's focus and also to her 

mentoring of a new generation. Dick's mediatory skills eased 

divisiveness and helped St. Stephen more fully define itself as 

we do today, as a welcoming community of believers to the 

LGBTQ+ community. And Corbie's passion for mission resulted 

in RITI becoming a vital community mission focus for the 

church. Faithfulness, determination, consensus building, the 

humility to apply their gifts in service to the church, vision, 

mentorship and preparing for the future--these critical leader-

ship skills have seen St. Stephen through challenges in the past 

and will continue to through whatever lies ahead. Thanks be to 

God for the saints.  



 
PNS UPDATE FOR MAY 

 
Thank you to everyone for another month of sandwich making 
and sack lunch preparation. Through your efforts, SSPC provided 
approximately 400 sack lunches to the Presbyterian Night Shelter 
in April bringing the total of lunches provided to approximately 
36,500  since the beginning of the pandemic. The lunches we pro-
vide make a difference in the lives of our friends at PNS. Thank you 
for your continued support of this mission.  
 
NEW THINGS TO REPORT THIS MONTH: 
 

(1) SSPC is providing 5 pallets of water (approximately 9600 
bottles) to PNS. Delivery will be this week. As you can imagine, 
water is very much needed in the hot summer months and this 
donation was made possible through all of the generous donations 
from SSPC congregants. Thank you! 
 
(2) PNS is in need of sheets, towels and blankets. Sheets and 
blankets should be twin size. Gently used and laundered is fine. 
We will continue to collect these items in the bin outside the office 
door, and we will deliver them to PNS on our sack lunch delivery 
dates. 
 
(3) The Day of Service at PNS will be Saturday October 29th.  
There will be more information provided as the day gets closer. 
 
When you are ready to bring your sandwiches for May, please 
place them in the freezer in the kitchen or in the RITI freezer in the 
room off the Parish Hall Narthex. Please remember that deliveries 
to the church during day school hours can be dropped off in the 
office. 

I have included the link to Sign-Up Genius for opportunities to par-
ticipate throughout 2022: 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b44a9ae28a57-
pnsjanuary 
 

If you have any problems getting signed-up, please let Mike or me 
know. 
 
Please note that we have altered our schedule slightly to accom-
modate holidays, church activities and other events. Our schedule 
for the next few months is as follows: 
 

May 
Sandwiches delivered to SSPC by Tuesday 5/24 
Set-up and sacking - Thursday 5/26 
Final sacking and delivery to PNS Friday 5/27 
 

June 
Sandwiches delivered to SSPC by Tuesday 6/21 
Set-up and sacking - Thursday 6/23 1 p.m. 
Final sacking and delivery to PNS Friday 6/24 8 a.m 
 
Thank you again for all of your help and support. 

Matt and Mike  
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4TH FRIDAY BOOK GROUP MEETS 

Friday, May 27 - 11:00 am 

Our meeting place:  

Macaluso's Italian Restaurant  
The Courtyard on Forest Park 
2443 Forest Park Blvd.  
Fort Worth, TX 76109 
817-921-2200 

Don’t miss this fascinating review/lecture by Pat as she dis-
cusses various discoveries/theories by these distinguished 
writers.  She will consider various aspects of their findings. 
Pat said of particular interest is Chapter 5 of Origins, Page 
117. 

Impact: How Rocks from Space Led to 

Life, Culture, and  
Donkey Kong by Greg Brennecka 
 

  
Origins 
by Richard E. Leakey 

 
 
 
Origins Reconsidered: In Search of 
What Makes Us Human 
by Richard E. Leakey 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us for a free concert  

featuring  

Dominic Cheli  

on the  

Bösendorfer "Imperial" Concert 
grand piano  

at St. Stephen 

Saturday, May 7 at 7 pm!  

Reception to follow.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b44a9ae28a57-pnsjanuary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b44a9ae28a57-pnsjanuary
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Current Needs 
 

           Beth Fultz             Christian Education Director 
 Nicci Kennedy  Member 
 Paul Alverson  Brother of David Alverson 
 Anne Hoffman Smith Member 
 Lynn Wilson  Member 
                Mary Jane Harbison Member 
   Clancy Streebin          Daughter of Krista Streebin, CTL 
 Carol Steen  Member    

 
    

Members with Long-Term Needs 
 

 

     Luis Andrade          Mimi Andrews 
             Beezie Cooper               Priscilla Harrier 
 Dale Henderson          Bee Ingalls 
                Natalie Hubbard            Jim Mallory     
 Kitty Mitchell                 Jody Wasson 
 Judy & Ben Pennington 
   
               

  Family & Friends with Long-Term Needs 
       
  Will Greenman      Son of Judie & Bob Greenman  
    Russell Smith      Nephew of Jim Smith 

        Darlene Creekmore      Grandmother of Sam Montee 
    Martha Carter      Friend of Gwen Hibbett  
  Robin Boldt                      Cousin of Beth Haller 
    Jolene Wasson      Mother of Jody Wasson 
    Grace Wright      Friend of SSPC 
    Lynette Larmour      Mother of Bill Larmour 
    Carolyn Cleveland        Sister-in-law of Barbara Finch 
    Sandra Wheeler      Sister of Darlene Myatt       
                        The People of Ukraine 

Prayer Requests 

 

Does the church office have your  
emergency contact information? 

 

If not, we should! 
 

A recent incident proved the importance of the church office 
having the phone number of a family member or friend to 
call  in the event you have a medical emergency.  Call Anne 
Barrett in the church office (817) 927-8411 to have your 
emergency contact added to your record on file.  

 

 DAY SCHOOL NEWS 

Mother’s Day Tea 
  

 

Sunday, May 29  

Summer Worship 

Schedule Begins 

One Service Only 

with Communion 

10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Submit suggestions 

for church officers. 

Ballots are available 

in the narthex, west 

transept and office. 
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Vacation Bible School  

God Loves All Colors!!! 

June 13—17, 2022!        Full! 
  

Registration is closed at 65% so that the ease of having 
VBS without Beth’s presence will be lighter and a little 
less chaotic.  There will probably be some natural attrition 
and children could  be added to a waiting list in the event 
of an opening.. 
  

 Vacation Bible School  

Volunteers Needed: 

Morning Crew: 

Hospitality & Greeters Each Morning—Adelaide Leavens, 
 Pat Aura, + 1 
  

Bible Study Leader— Grace Kim 

Crafts Leader  - Karyn Attanasio  

Recreation Leaders—Syd Robertson +  2 youth helpers 

Acts of Kindness Center— Brandi Joliff Scott  plus 1  

Science—Tammy Hille!!!   

Cooking or Snacks Servers-   Would love a person who 
 helps kids make snacks each day OR  two Adults 
 to serve snacks daily. 

Security—  Need two to survey the grounds frequently. 

            Afternoon Crew: 

Security—Kurt Anderson + Leon Doneski! 

Crafts Leader—Karyn Attanasio  

Recreation Leaders—Syd Robertson plus 2 youth helpers.   

Supervisors with Beth—2 

Youth Shepherds—15—20   
  

Contact Beth Fultz if You Feel  

You Can Help Reach the  

Fort Worth Community in our 

VBS Mission Outreach! 
  

Chloe & Joy Harris—  Greeting  Benediction &
    Old Testament Lesson 
Madeleine & Elena Gil - 
Eli Polly & Sara Walters - String Quartet / Bassoon 
Easton Sapp -   Pr. Adoration 
Everett Sapp—  Pr. Confession 
Eli Polly -   Assur. Pardon 
Susanna Meyn -  Vocal Solo 
Madeleine & Elena Gil - Epistle Lesson 
Evan Berg—   Gospel Lesson 
Becca Dehn—   Senior Sermon 
Katherine Walters -  Confirmation Elder 
Easton & Everett Sapp - Confirmands 
Becca, Evan, Nolan, Gatlin, Garrett— 
    Seniors Recognized 
Sara, Eli, & Chloe -  Min. for Mission 
Gatlin Adams   Intercessory Prs. 
Sam Meyn—   Flute Solo  
  
Please show your appreciate to our young members 
alerting them that we love them leading worship!! 

Youth Sunday, Sunday,  
May 8th! 

  
Support the Youth as They 
Glorify God and Celebrate 

our Seniors!! 

Youth Mission Trip to Sioux 
Falls, S.D.,  

July 23—31, 2022 
   

St. Stephen Youth and sponsors will help The Little Stone 
Church by offering a Vacation Bible School and  free lunch 
to the kids in attendance.   We will also be repairing a long 
ramp to the church and replace wooden/chain link fence 
for them at the back of their tiny lot..  

Staying in Topeka, Kansas, going up and Wichita, Kansas, 
on the way home!   Spending the week living at First Pres-
byterian Church, Sioux Falls!  It’s beautiful up there!  

We are building a STRONG TEAM of adult sponsors and 
youth participants for the Youth Mission Trip.  Are you 
interested?  Contact Tommy Wadley or Beth Fultz to ask 
questions and share your interest.  
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 Helping in Beth’s Absence: 

  

Kay Newton   CE Moderator 

Brandi Joliff Scott,  CE Committee Members 

Teri Robles, Leon Doneski,  

Anne Hoffman Smith, and Catherine Team 

Lauren Ferguson  Day School 

Becca Dehn in tandem with Katherine Walters 

    Youth Fellowship &  

    Youth Sunday 

Tommy Wadley   Youth Mission Trip 

Ihoma Owhonda  Minute for Mission, May 22 

    About VBS 

Robin Owhonda & others Children’s Church     

Speakers in the Searchers Adult SS Class 

(My apologies for accidentally leaving 
this valuable class information out of 
the last Sentinel.   Please attend this 
awesome class that offers great guest 
speakers!) 
  
May 8  Dr. Fritz Ritsch does a 3 week study On the 
  “Interim”  Process in the PCUSA.  Session 2 
  
May 15  Dr. Fritz Ritsch, Session 3.  
  
May 22  Dr. Jim Scott, TCU Political Science Professor 
  and church member offers, “The World that 
  Putin Created!”  
  
Come join the class to hear experts in their field share inter-
esting topics of religion, political science and more. 
Charlotte Ray, coordinator, is in need of a co-conspirator in 
finding speakers.    Would you consider helping Charlotte, 
with Beth Fultz, find future speakers for the summer and 
fall? 
  

Contact Charlotte Ray, 817-946-7798. 
  

MAY 29 starts the Summer Joint Worship at  
10 a.m.   The Searchers Class is likely to continue through 
the summer as usual with class from 9—9:45 a.m. with the 
Worship Service beginning at 10 a.m.    

 

Summer Sunday 

School Hiatus 

  

To ease the burden of Sunday 

School teachers and the multi-

ple vacations planned by our congregation, most of our 

Sunday School classes take a hiatus for the summer. 

The Exception is  the Searchers Adult Sunday School 

Class.  See article on this page. 

The Christian Education Committee will offer Sunday 

School Kick Off for the fall on August 14.   Look for more 

information about that KICK OFF in  future Sentinels. 

In the meantime, we hope you continue your own per-

sonal faith journey with your Bible and lots of ques-

tions !!   

How Can Your Love 

and Concern 

Be So Healing?! 

  

Since my devastating announcement about my health, I 

have been the benefactor of many a card, phone call, 

text, poster,  prayers, flowers, food, love and concern.   

My family and I could not be more grateful for the bas-

kets of love and care sent my way.  Thank you for your 

attention.  As an extrovert, I need people interaction to 

continue on this difficult journey.    Your reaching out 

has been so beneficial to my health recovery which will 

continue for a while. 

  

I intend to keep working in the background between 

treatments and some day repay this church family by 

passing on your kindness to the next and the next and 

to the next in need. 

  

All my genuine love to you!     Beth Fultz 



 
 

May 8 - 28, 2022 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY     FRIDAY SATURDAY 

8 
 

MOTHER’S DAY 
 
8:30 am 
Worship and 
Communion 
 

9:30 am 
Sunday School 
Senior Breakfast 
 

11:00 am 
Worship 
YOUTH SUNDAY 
 

5:00 pm 
Youth Group 

9 
 
9:30 am 
Day School 
 
 
 

10 
 
10:00 am 
PW Council 
Eastminster 
 
10:30 am 
Morning Glories 
Eastminster 
 
Noon 
FINANCE Cmte 
Eastminster 
 
7:30 pm 
Boy Scouts 
Scout House 

11 
 
9:30 am  
Day School 
 
Noon 
Bible Study 
ZOOM 

Last class! 
 
6:30 pm 
Sanctuary Choir 

12 
 
7:00 am 
Morning Prayers 
and Breakfast 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm 
Wedding 
rehearsal 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Wedding 

15 
 
8:30 am 
Worship and 
Communion 
 
9:30 am 
Sunday School 
 
11:00 am 
Worship 
 
5:00 pm 
Youth Group 

16 
 
9:30 am 
Day School 
Fun in the Sun 
 
4:30 pm 
Communica-
tions Cmte 
ZOOM 
 
6:30 pm 
L.O.T.E. 
Location TBD 

17 
 
 
1:15 pm 
Knitting and 
Card Ministry 
Eastminster 
 
7:00 pm 
SESSION 
Eastminster  
 
7:30 pm 
Boy Scouts 
Scout House 

18 
 
9:30 am 
Day School 

Last Day! 
 
1:00 pm 
Early Dismissal 
 
6:00 pm 
Day School 
Graduation 
And 
Family Picnic 
Front Lawn 
 
6:30 pm 
Sanctuary Choir 

19 
 
7:00 am 
Morning Prayers 
and Breakfast 
 
6:30 pm 
Handbells 
 
 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:00 pm 
Samaritan  
House Supper 
delivery 

21 
 
9:00 am 
SET Up 
Farewell 
Celebration 
Parish Hall 

22 
 
No 8:30 service 
 
11:00 am 
WORSHIP 
Our final service 
with Rev. Ritsch 
 
Noon 
Farewell 
Celebration 
Parish Hall 
 

23 24 
 
PNS sandwiches 
due today! 
 
1:00 pm 
Knitting Guild 
Eastminster 

25 26 
 
7:00 pm 
Morning Prayers 
and Breakfast 
 
1:00 pm 
PNS setup and 
sacking 
Parish Hall 

27 
 
8:00 am 
PNS sack 
and delivery 
 
11:00 am 
Friday Book 
Group 
Macaluso’s  
Restaurant 
 
 
 

28 
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                St. Stephen Presbyterian Church Staff 

                     www.ststephenpresbyterian.com 

The Rev. Dr. Frederick Field Ritsch, III, Pastor 
revfritz@ststephenpresbyterian.com 

The Rev. Dr. Warner M. Bailey, Parish Associate  
bailey@ststephenpresbyterian.com 
 
Beth Fultz, Director of Christian Education 
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com 

 
Jordan R. Smith, Organist & Director of Music Ministries 
 jordan@ststephenpresbyterian.com 
 
Lisa Trammell, Business  Manager 
busmgr@ststephenpresbyterian.com 

Anne Barrett, Office Administrator  
admin@ststephenpresbyterian.com 
 
Lauren Daniels, Communications Coordinator 
lauren@ststephenpresbyterian.com 
 
Lauren Ferguson, Day School Director  
dayschool@ststephenpresbyterian.com 
 
Dexter Wilborn, Sexton / Facility Superintendent 
dexter@ststephenpresbyterian.com 
 
 
 
Worship Services:      Sundays 8:30 am with Communion 
                                        11:00 am live-streamed on YouTube 
                                        Facebook and our website  
         Office hours:      Monday-Thursday 8:30 am - 4:30 pm 
                                        Friday 8:30 am - 3:00 pm 
              Telephone:      (817) 927- 8411 
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