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Streaming and Pledging
By Rev. Dr. Fritz Ritsch

This week St. Stephen is installing streaming technology in the sanctuary building. This
means that starting in March, we’ll be able have live services streamed to your homes on
Sunday morning. It also opens the door to allowing our congregants to return to worship,
under Covid-19 protocols, sometime in the near future. We are watching carefully to see
how the dissemination of the vaccine goes and what happens with these new mutant
strains of the virus. Please keep in mind that our own policy, based on CDC guidelines, requires a two-week decline in the infection rate with a related decline in hospital cases. We
all want to return to worship together, but St. Stephen is committed to following the science and keeping your health as our top priority.
Streaming technology and the video worship of the past year were unbudgeted items. The
pandemic environment has put a manageable, but definite, strain on the church’s financial resources. We are grateful for the congregation’s generosity and support in this time.
We ended the year with 93% of our anticipated income. Despite losing normal income
from weddings, building use, TCU parking and so forth, your consistent giving kept our
head above water. Given the financial pressures we’ve all been under this year, that level
of giving is extraordinary. Thank you so much. The generosity of our congregation has enabled us to rise to the challenges of this period in creative ways we’d have never imagined
a year ago. Our plan is to continue to do so in 2021! With your support, we will continue
to navigate the challenges of the present moment and come back stronger and more
faithful as a community of Christ.
However, we are still far short of our budgeted pledge goal for 2021. To date, we are
about $130,00 short of our $647,000 pledge goal. We fully understand that people may
be under financial and personal strain at this time and may need to cut back on giving. But
the pledges themselves—the form filled out and submitted—are the key way we determine our budget for the year.
If you have already made a pledge to St. Stephen, we are very grateful. If you haven’t already done so, we hope you will prayerfully consider pledging to St. Stephen this year.
You may do so by filling out the online form at www.ststephenpresbyterian.com or by
completing a pledge form in the office or request one by mail. Thank you for your love,
support, and faith in St. Stephen and her ministry!
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February Birthdays

DON’T PUT IT OFF!

Lindsay Daniel

13

Sign Up Now for the

Tommy Wadley
Grace Nichter
Bobbie Marrow

15

Tarrant County COVID-19

Cynthia Darby

17

Marshall Ray

18
19

8

Kristy Ricker
Teri Robles
Kay Lowry
Payten Fultz
Blair Fawcett
Whitney Fawcett
Sonia Kidman
Nick Fawcett

10

Roland Crocker

11

Christopher Alvarado
Julia Mallin

Easton Sapp
Everett Sapp
Annette Mallard

1

Eduardo Jimenez
Kathleen Robertson
Henry Bourland
Todd Overton
Mollie Mallin
Michael Tyson
Sara Walters
Ben Pennington
Linus Tannehill
Marianne Hash

3

Connie Osborn
Mary Anne Batchelder
Ashley Coleman
Alyce Stringer
Matt Loynachan
Ken Hall
Dan Miles
Elizabeth Clayton
Evan Berg
Sue Anderson
Sharon Curry

12

2

4
5

6
7

Vaccination
Click on the link to register for the shot:
https://tcph.quickbase.com/db/
bq3q4uet8

Beware

20

22
24
25

Laurie Sandefur
Grey McGown
Leslie Bassinger
Jenna Lowry

26

Eduardo Calderon

28

27

LOTE and Morning Glories
meet via Zoom on the 3rd Monday of
the month.

Next meeting - Feb. 15 at 6:30 pm.
Contact Mary Howington for Zoom info (817) 454-4031.

of
Hand Sanitizers
Imported from Mexico
As part of the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration’s continuing efforts to protect consumers from potentially dangerous or
subpotent hand sanitizers, the agency has
placed all alcohol-based hand sanitizers from
Mexico on a countrywide import alert to help
stop products that appear to be in violation
from entering the U.S. until the agency is able to
review the products’ safety. Over the course of
the ongoing pandemic, the agency has seen a
sharp increase in hand sanitizer products from
Mexico that were labeled to contain ethanol
(also known as ethyl alcohol) but tested positive
for methanol contamination. Methanol, or
wood alcohol, is a substance that can be toxic
when absorbed through the skin and lifethreatening when ingested. Methanol is not an
acceptable ingredient in hand sanitizer or other
drugs.
Always check your product before purchase.

Marilyn McClain Jones got us off to a great 2021 beginning with the delightful story of The President’s Hat. This month Dian McCall will lead us as we will tackle the nonfiction book by the American journalist Isabel Wilkerson, initially published in August 2020.
4TH FRIDAY BOOK GROUP - FRIDAY, February 26 - at Noon via Zoom
Reviewer: Dian McCall
Book: Caste: The Origins of Our Discontent
Author: Isabel Wilkerson
Caste: The Origins of Our Discontents is an extraordinarily powerful and thought-provoking work.
Wilkerson sets out to educate her readers, challenging us to go further beyond race 101. Ultimately, her outlook is hopeful: Wilkerson believes that with enough knowledge and honest indignation, we can successfully
confront our history, acknowledge that Black Lives Matter, and dismantle oppressive caste systems.

Questions: Sharon LeMond (817) 253-0990.
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Mission in Action:

Prayer Requests

Sack Lunch Program
for

Presbyterian Night Shelter

Current Needs

Our work for our homeless friends continues. Here’s the
tally of what St. Stephen has provided since March 2020
through February 2:








Balcom & Fawcett families
Members
Luis Andrade
Member
Craig Bender
Member
Margaret Hash
Member
Lynette Larmour
Mother of Bill Larmour
Bee Ingalls
Member
Corinne Breshears
Daughter of David & Mimi Andrews

Over 27,600 meals -- Amazing!
405 Shirts - 132 Pants - 74 Sweaters - 100 Coats !!
45 blankets
254 towels
199 twin fitted sheets
522 face masks
186 cold weather items (scarves hats, gloves)

Members with Long-Term Needs
Beezie Cooper
Dale Henderson
Melissa Philips
Barbara Urquhart

St. Stephen has committee to provide 500
meals per week to PNS through February 2021.

210 Cold weather items have been delivered -MORE NEEDED!





Sally Navarro
Carolyn Cleveland
Anne Bailey
Sandra Wheeler
Christine Rosenberg
Vicki Archer
Madison King

Additional items needed:
 Bath towels & twin fitted sheets (new or gently used)
 Men’s shirts (all sizes and types)
 Men’s pants/jeans (sizes 28, 30, 32, 34)

Parking lot pickup / drop off
Tuesdays 1 -1:30.


Our volunteers will take it from the passenger side of
your vehicle.
 Your monetary donations help cover the costs of the
lunches. Designate your donation for PNS Meals, or
donate online via the St. Stephen website.
Our thanks again to all our donors, shoppers, delivery drivers to PNS, the 10 packing team members and 20 sandwich
makers who pull these items together every week.
Questions? Mike Tyson mike_tyson@sbcglobal.net or
Matt Loynachan matt.loynachan@tx.rr.com.

Henry Hash
Jim Mallory
Ethel Sanderson

Family & Friends with Long-Term Needs

Adult Coats - Sweaters - Sweatshirts
Hats - Gloves - Scarves
Blankets
Hygiene kits

Weekly food needs:
 Peanut butter, any size
 Jam, any flavor (32 oz or larger) store bought only
 Granola/ trail mix bars, any variety (left in original packaging, unopened.
 Cookies (e.g., Nabisco, Keebler, No homemade— left in
original packaging, unopened.
 Potato chips (or Doritos, Cheetos, or similar) in individual packages of approx. 1 oz.

Pat Culp
Natalie Hubbard
Barbara Rinker

Friend of Kurt & Sue Anderson
Sister-in-law of Barbara Finch
Sister of Warner Bailey
Sister of Darlene Myatt
Sister of Cherie Wheeler
Sister of Barbara Clinkscales
Grandson of Booty Jones

RECENT DEATHS
Please remember our members and friends
who have recently died:
•
•
•

Stephen Warren - Brother of Bill Warren (Feb 2)
Becky Balcom - Member (Jan 30 )
Winnie Walters - Mother of John Walters (Jan 26)

Join the After Prayers Breakfast Gang
via Zoom every Thursday morning at 8:00 am.
Catch up with SSPC members
and friends after listening to
Morning Prayers with Fritz and
Jordan. Share what’s going on
in your life -- family news,
joys, sorrows, or a funny story you just heard. It’s fun
and VERY informal. Email Sharon LeMond to be added to
the Zoom list - sharonlemond@me.com.
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A note of thanks
from our friends at
the Kayenta Presbyterian Church of the
Navaho Nation:

Till Meyn Receives Commendation
from
The King’s Singers
New Music Prize
The King’s Singer’s New Music
Prize was launched to recognize, develop, and encourage
creativity in today’s world – in
the hope of leaving it a musically richer place than we

Dear SSPC Youth,
My husband was laughing
when he got into the vehicle and told us that the postal
workers were commenting on the box of Pampers sent
us. Seeing the box he jokingly told them “Don’t tell my
wife!” Also seeing the box my daughter said, “I know
Dad is 77 years old. Are you buying Pampers for him
found it.
already?” LOL..that was so funny.
All the way home we wondered what was inside the
box. Imagine our surprise to find it full of face masks.
All neatly packed. Masks continue to be much needed
since we are so far away from town and cost a lot. We
appreciated your gift and received it with grateful
hearts. They will be distributed to all our members and
other churches on the Reservation.

Meyn said, “I’m so grateful to have been awarded a
Special Commendation by The King's Singers for my
choral composition 'Invitation to Love.' I am honored to be selected for the Special Commendation,
especially considering the high number of entries
into the competition.

Thank you for remembering us in your prayers. You are
always welcome to come to visit after the virus is gone. In the words of the jury: "Till Meyn has written a
Keep safe and God be with you,
piece that would be a joy both to program and to
hear. The textural variations in the piece provide
Pastor Norma McCabe
Kayenta Presbyterian Church - Navaho Nation strong senses of journey and intrigue, and the partKayenta, AZ
writing is exemplary, taking full advantage of what
*******
each singer can do best."
Our Youth will soon be shipping school
Congratulation, Till!
supplies to our friends at Kayenta! Let Beth
know if you’d like to help.

My Oh My -- How Time Flies!
Staff Celebrate Anniversaries

Ash Wednesday - February 17
Maundy Thursday - April 1
Good Friday - April 2
Easter - April 4

Dexter Wilborn
1 year - February 3
Anne Barrett
5 years - January 11

February 5, 2021

Christian Education Children & Youth

Beth Fultz, Director of Christian Education

817.875.9704 cell

Valentine Boxes to Be Filled In
THIS SUNDAY
Benefitting Our Collegians,
Grad Students & Our Military!
We are adding to our
list, our Active Nurses
and Doctors!
This Sunday, Youth Fellowship will fill our Valentine
Boxes with candies, small
school supplies, cookies and
wrapped snacks for all our
collegians, post-graduate students, seminary students, medical personnel, and those in the military.
(Socially Distanced and Masked in Parish Hall.)
*





Doctors and Nurses addresses.
 Need Baked Goods Wrapped or Simple
Snacks..
 Need Packable School Supplies
 Need Novelty Items.
 Need by Sunday Afternoon, 5 p.m., Feb. 7

Help us fill almost
40 Valentine Boxes
to loved ones.
Thank you for your
consideration.

Children’s Percussion
Choir Rehearses Each
Wednesday,
5—5:45 p.m.

817.927.8411 office
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Youth Mission to Navajo Friends;
School Supplies NEXT!
In 2015, the Youth went to the Navajo Reservation in Kayenta,
Arizona, Dennehotso, AZ, and Oljato, Utah, to do mission work.
The three locations were not more than 40 miles apart and
needed construction work and a large Vacation Bible School
around the Mesa from civilization, not too far from Monument
Valley. The Navajo Nation is in the throes of the pandemic and
the Youth Fellowship have
sent several care packages
to our friends. Two boxes
were sent to the Presbyterian Church in Oljato, the site
of our VBS that 2015 summer.
So many of the Navajo tribe
are in lock down and schooling remotely despite that supplies
and internet and computers are scarce. Many children are living with the grandparents and food also a prime need.
We recently mailed masks to Kayenta
Presbyterian Church, with humorous
results, (See Thank You Note), and this
week have mailed several large boxes of
school supplies to Kayenta and will send
funds for gift cards at the local grocery
store for families who are hungry.
Photos Courtesy of Eduardo Calderon. Taken at
the VBS in Oljato, Utah, 2015.

Thank you for your donations to make this possible!
The Youth Fellowship of St. Stephen!

Sunday School Worksheets Are Being Delivered;
Along with Valentine’s Card and Candy!

Children’s Percussion Choir will meet again to reYou may have them dropped off on
hearse in the Parish Hall each Wednesday during
your porch; Meet outside for a talk OR
School days, 5—5:45 p.m. We are always vigilant
Have them sent digitally. Your Choice.
about being masked inside and outside the church,
rehearsing at least six feet apart, washing and sani- See Beth Fultz for delivery!
tizing hands and things we touch.
If you are interested in joining our younger elementary students in learning to play chimes, rhythm
sticks, rain sticks and other novel musical instruments, please contact Beth Fultz,
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com to ask
questions.

Coming Soon:
You’ll Be Receiving
Lenten Arts and Crafts to Remind Us
about Jesus Ministry
During the 6 weeks before Easter!
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Christian Education Stuff

Beth Fultz, Director of Christian Education

817.875.9704 cell

Trinity Adult Sunday School Class Views
Modern Day Wanderers in the Desert
Via the Story of Moses...

817.927.8411 office
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Confirmation Class for Youth,
Sixth Grade—12th Grade
Each Sunday on Zoom!

Angela Springfield is teaching
from the book of Exodus to
Deuteronomy taking the Hebrew slaves in the desert to
the Promised Land under
Joshua. She wants to help
the class wrestle with how
the slaves transform from a
ragtag band of wanderers to
a community of believers in a the land of Canaan.
The wandering band elicits many modern day questions
that need discussing like: “What does God expect of the
wanderers once the Ten Commandments have been dictated?” “How are these wanderers like modern day immigrants find a home as they flee persecution?”
The Trinity Adult Sunday School meet online Sundays at
9:45 am. Email Angela Springfield to be added to the
ZOOM class - aspringf@gmail.com.

Update on Youth Mission Project—
Desks!
Many thanks to both Cynthia
Walker and Adelaide Leavens
for helping us find locations
for the homemade desks.
The Youth Fellowship created
four desks under the leadership of Dan Fergus back in
November—a very cold
evening! Cynthia contacted Williams Elementary where
St. Stephen is partnered with Kids Hope mission organization, and our original four desks will be taken by two families for home use and possibly distance learning.
Adelaide put us on the trail for the Wellman Project that
collect school supplies for teachers. It is located in the
Mistletoe Heights area. They, too, are interested in our
desks, so Dan Fergus has arranged for us to build four
more desks one Sunday afternoon.
Thank you, Dan, for the idea; thank you, Cynthia and Adelaide for making our Youth Mission projects usable!

10-10:45 a.m.
Youth Peers and Beth Fultz, Teachers.
Contact Beth Fultz for more information!

Youth Fellowship Split Zoom
and In Person Gatherings!
The Youth Fellowship has suggested and decided to split
our meetings between In Person and Zoom! Those wishing to continue to meet in person will do so on Sunday
nights, typically in Parish Hall, socially distanced and with
masks on. At this time, we will not share a meal together
until covid numbers go way down. Our numbers are modest, so there won’t be a problem with overcrowding.
Those who find it necessary to continue to stay home to
protect themselves and family members, a Zoom Luncheon will be offered each Sunday afternoon, 12—1 p.m.
We will NOT play games, as is difficult and frankly not all
that fun on Zoom. We will have discussions on our own
lives discussing our highs and lows.
None of these platforms is ideal but
until we can all be in person again, we
will attempt to reach all youth willing to
participate.
Zoom invitations will be sent out on
Sunday mornings to all interested! See Beth Fultz for more
information.

Children’s Sunday School On Zoom
Each Sunday, 9—9:45 a.m.
Contact Beth Fultz if interested in learning key Bible
Stories for Each Season!
Ages Pre-K-5th.
(Martha & Mary at Jesus Feet)

February 7- 20, 2021
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

7

8

9

10

11

5th Sunday after
Epiphany

9:30 am
Day School

1:00 pm
Knitting Guild

9:30 am
Day School

7:00 am
Morning Prayers

9:45 am
Sunday School
- Searchers
- Trinity Class
via Zoom

1:30 pm
Staff meeting

Noon
Bible Study
via Zoom

8:00 am
After Prayers
Breakfast Gang
via Zoom

via GoToMeeting

1:00-1:30 pm
PNS Drop Off
Parking Lot
6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship

10:00 am
- Confirmation
via Zoom
- Choral Scholars

7:00 pm
Concert Series
Task Force

11:00 am
Worship
On Facebook and
SSPC website
4:00 pm
Steel Drum Band

4:30-7:30 pm
Worship
Recording
5:00 pm
Children’s
Percussion
Choir

7:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Scout Lodge

6:00 pm

5:00 pm
Youth Group

FRIDAY
12

13

20

6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship
6:30 pm
Handbells

Choral Scholars

6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship

14

15

16

17

18

19

Transfiguration of
the Lord

9:30 am
Day School

1:00 pm
Knitting Guild

ASH
WEDNESDAY

7:00 am
Morning Prayers

9:45 am
Sunday School
- Searchers
- Trinity Class

1:30 pm
Staff meeting

9:30 am
Day School

8:00 am
After Prayers
Breakfast Gang
via Zoom

5:00 pm
Samaritan
House

10:00 am
- Confirmation
via Zoom
- Choral Scholars
11:00 am
Worship
On Facebook and
SSPC website
4:00 pm
Steel Drum Band
5:00 pm
Youth Group

Valentine’s Day

6:30 pm
LOTE and
Morning
Glories
via Zoom

Presidents’
Day

via GoToMeeting

1:00-1:30 pm
PNS Drop Off
Parking Lot
6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship
7:30 pm
Boy Scouts
Scout Lodge

SATURDAY

Noon
Bible Study
via Zoom
4:30-7:30 pm
Worship
Recording
5:00 pm
Children’s
Percussion
Choir
6:00 pm

Choral Scholars

6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship

6:00 pm
Small Group
Worship
6:30 pm
Handbells

2700 McPherson Avenue
Fort Worth, Texas 76109-1404

St. Stephen Presbyterian Church Staff
www.ststephenpresbyterian.com
The Rev. Dr. Frederick Field Ritsch, III, Pastor
revfritz@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Anne Barrett, Office Administrator
admin@ststephenpresbyterian.com

The Rev. Dr. Warner M. Bailey, Parish Associate
bailey@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Lauren Daniels, Communications Coordinator
lauren@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Beth Fultz, Director of Christian Education
beth.fultz@ststephenpresbyterian.com
Jordan R. Smith, Organist & Director of Music Ministries
jordan@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Lauren Ferguson, Day School Director
dayschool@ststephenpresbyterian.com
Dexter Wilborn, Sexton / Facility Superintendent
dexter@ststephenpresbyterian.com

Lisa Trammell, Business Manager
busmgr@ststephenpresbyterian.com
DUE TO COVID-19 and UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Worship Services:
Posted Online and Facebook
Each Thursday and Sunday
Office hours:
Mon-Thursday 9 am - 4 pm
Friday 9 am - 3 pm
Telephone:
(817) 927- 8411

